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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 21st May 2026 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors
Steve Dowd




Gill Partridge
Kay Barker
Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

Nick Brown

James Partridge (Vice-chair)

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

30
Apologies for Absence

Jeff Thurlow, Cllr Robert Jermone
31
Election of Parish Council Chairman & Vice Chairman
Cllr Brenda Young nominated James Raven to stand again for Chairman of the Parish Council. Cllr Kay Barker seconded. James Raven accepted to stand as Chairman for 2026/2027
Cllr James Raven nominated James Partridge for Vice Chairman. Seconded by Cllr Brenda Young. Cllr James Partridge accepted the post. 
32
Consideration of Minutes of April 2026 meeting

All agreed these were a true representation of our April 2026 meeting

33
Declarations of Interest


None declared


34
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police


None in attendance
35
Planning
35.1
Reference: 26/00446/FUL: 3 Daisleys Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex
Single storey side and rear extension. Demolition of existing front porch and construction of new front porch. Alterations to fenestration and external alterations
Outside the settlement boundary – no comment


36
Planning Results
36.1
Ref. No: 26/00013/HHPA: Seymours Church Lane Little Leighs 

Application Refused

The construction of a single storey rear extension, which would extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by a maximum depth of 8m, for which the maximum height would be 3m, and for which the height of the eaves would be 3m.
Noted

36.2
Ref.no: 24/00501/DOC/2: 103 Main Road Great Leighs 
Condition 3 - Construction Management plan, Condition 12 - Hard and Soft Landscaping
Discharged

Noted

36.3
Ref. No: 25/01507/DOC/1 : 203 Main Road Great Leighs

Condition 3 - Materials Condition 4 - Picket Fencing, Condition 5 - Hardstanding
Discharged
Noted

36.4
Ref. No: 26/00470/EB: Anglian Water Services Ltd Sewage Works Goodmans Lane Great Leighs

Upgrade of existing pole mounted transformer at pole 322222(2) and installation of lame leg to form H-pole arrangement 
Pending Consideration


Error – added to results
37
Essex County Council Correspondence
Cllr Robert Jerome report – not received as Cllr was intending to attend the meeting. 
38
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven

Hylands House – expenditure on boiler 


Local Plan – no key changes made


Beaulieu Park Station - The council published a decision notice in April for the removal of the taxi permit scheme for all licensed taxis 
39
Standing Orders



Council to review Standing Orders for 2026/2027

Councillors reviewed the Standing Orders and all confirmed to approve this document
40
General Correspondence 
40.1
Email from Chelmsford City Council regarding name consultation for a new property in Great and Little Leighs area of Chelmsford. The existing road does not have a numbering scheme and therefore the property must be named – Agricultural building SW of Pippins

Noted 

40.2
Committee Notification for Chelmsford Local Plan – Submission for

Independent Examination - preparing for formal submission with meeting dates
Noted

40.3
Longfield Solar Farm - next Community Liaison Group meeting will be held at

 
Boreham Village Hall - Wednesday, 3 June 1.30-2.30pm

Noted
41
Great Leighs Environment


Playing Field Matters
41.1
Resident email following on from question of sound-proofing of goals in the 3g pitch, request for Council to reconsider whether a current Noise Impact Assessment or further investigation into mitigation measures would be appropriate, to ensure that residents’ concerns are being fully and fairly addressed.
Regarding the Noise Impact Assessment request, the Parish Council agreed that it would be difficult to isolate just the sound of a ball bouncing in the 3G pitch. Passing cars, noise from village hall and general outside noise will not be able to be separated. Resident can carry this out independently. 
The Parish Council reviewed their decision from Aprils meeting, and agreed the noise is from all areas of the pitch and sound-proofing the goal would not solve the residents issue. There was no other solution that came from the discussion, so the Clerk is to inform the resident of the review of their original decision and of the NIA. 

Highways and Footpaths
41.2
Resident email regarding lack of road signs coming out of the village where School Lane comes into Felstead Road – to discuss 


Clerk to email Cllr Jerome to request 

41.3
Resident email regarding verges on the lead up to the village looking untidy, requested Parish Council to cut – due to Rewilding Policy this is not being carried out by ECC/Highways.


ECC have since cut back some of the areas 

42
Clerk Update: 
42.1
Assertion 10 in the Annual Governance Statement – this is a new policy all parish councils need to adhere to. 


This reviews the use of own devices, website accessibility, data protection, email and IT policies. 


Email address: Great Leighs PC need to review what email addresses the Councillors are using to receive information and change to meet guidelines. Discuss and confirm dates this will be done by. 


Accessibility website: contact Myers IT to carry out an audit to meet WCAG 2.2 AA – Council to agree


Data Protection: To be reviewed and reported next month – attached document


Councillors agreed to the changes and Clerk to source a new IT provider that specialises with Parish Councils. Changes to email addresses agreed.

43
Finance
43.1
Invoice for Ark Landscapes paid as agreed at last months meeting - £3096


Noted

43.2
Payments for approval of £8740.48 listed below

Councillors agreed to the payments
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Debbie Carey General Office expenses 42.15 1 44.65

Debbie Carey General Clerk salary 1154.56 0 1154.56

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 297.43 0 297.4

HM Revenue&Customs Tax&NI 35.13 0 35.13

National Insurance contributionGeneral Emp NI 160.57 0 160.57

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 315 0 315

Chelmsford City CouncilPlaying Field Play in the Park 729 0 729

JCM Playing Field Ground Maintenance 765 153 918

Peter Carey Playing Field Bench engraving 600 0 600

Arc Landscapes General Bus stop maintainance 2580 516 3096

JCM Playing Field Ground Maintenance 999 199.8 1198

8740.48


44
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 18th June 2026

Close of meeting 8.35pm 
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

