Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 18th September 2026 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors
Kay Barker




Gill Partridge
Jeff Thurlow
James Partridge (Vice-chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

71
Apologies for Absence
James Raven (Chair), Cllr Mike Steel, Steve Dowd, Brenda Young, Zeki Bekir
72
Consideration of Minutes of July 2025 meeting

All agreed a true reflection of the meeting
73
Declarations of Interest


None recieved

74
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police


7 members of the public in attendance

All to discuss planning application Reference: 25/01232/ADV

Deputy Chair advised residents to put all comments on to the Planning Portal. 


Concerns were as followed;


Traffic issue, blocking the exit to the village.


Rubbish, noise pollution. 


Many food outlets in close proximity – no need for these outlets


Operating hours – will this be 24 hour?


Not inline with Essex Green Infrastructure Strategy

Rural character of Great Leighs

Taking away business from local businesses – post office and pub
75
Planning
75.1
Reference: 25/05201/TPO, Land East Of Mill Lane Great Leighs 


T1 and T2 Oak Trees – no comment
75.2
Reference: 25/01232/ADV

Land Adjacent Great Leighs Bypass Roundabout Great Leighs Chelmsford

Description of works: Unit 1 - Starbucks - 9 no. Freestanding signs and 7 Fascia Signs

Unit 2 - Drive Thru - 1 no Freestanding sign

Unit 3 - Burger King - 9 no. Freestanding signs and 11 Fascia Signs
Parish Council objects to this planning application – Clerk to post objection to the planning portal. 
75.3
Reference: 25/05178/TPO

Garages South Of 37 Castle Close Great Leighs Chelmsford


T1 oak - Crown lift to 4.5m over access road to carpark and garages. – no comment
75.4
Reference: 25/00926/FUL 
Land Opposite Rothwell Blackley Lane Braintree Proposal Temporary use of site for car parking ancillary to major events at Chelmsford City Racecourse for a period of up to 2 years and on no more than 28 days per year, to include some temporary hard standing which will be restored to grassland upon the cessation of the temporary use
- no objection to this

76
Planning Results
76.1
Proposed new dwelling to replace existing stables.
Land West Of Watts Bungalow School Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

Ref. No: 25/00978/FUL | Validated: Tue 08 Jul 2025 | Status: Application Permitted
· Noted

77
Essex County Council Correspondence
Cllr Mike Steel report
Updates on local village Members Highways Initiative
Holes on the A131 filled. North of Sheepcote roundabout near Gt Leighs turning. 

Pavements on Main Rd, Great Leighs have been added to schedule. 

Beaulieu park station opens 26th October 2025

Local Gov Reorganisation – update on this, some likely partnerships for the Unitarys. 

Application for Review of a Premise Licence - Chelmsford City Racecourse – rescheduled for 19th Sept. Mike sets his possible recommendations.

78
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven

The return of On Your Team, with a new, weekly program of wellness-focused activities for local women started this month. 
The local plan is under review and the cancelling on the A12 widening will affect this unless funding is found from other sources.
Regarding the SID’s for traffic management, we need to send a letter to the houses near the locations that we decided on to see if they have any issues before we can proceed.
79
General Correspondence
79.1
Email requesting Pickleball markings/net on 3g pitch

After reviewing the material, the surface is not suitable for pickleball. Clerk to respond.
79.2
Resident requested entrances to village tidied up


Councillors will look into road sweeper and discuss JCM tiding area if away from the road. Clerk to respond. 

79.3
Resident concerned over the number of dogs off lead on the village green with no recall – they have experienced a few incidents so would like to suggest all dogs on leads in this area. 


Councillors agreed that we could encourage this by adding 3 signs – Clerk to organise.
80
Great Leighs Environment
80.1
Cllr Michael Staines contact re Braintree District Council consulting on a new permanent Public Space Protection Order and Great Leighs area is not included. 


Reviewed email and discussed – happy to be part of this. Clerk to contact Chelmsford City Council to work with Braintree Council on this. 
80.2
Flower boxes – discuss 
Gardener to start this weekend. 
Playing Field Matters
80.3
Basketball quotes

ESP Play – visiting site


Redlynch Leisure – visiting site


Premier Sports Surfaces - £18,845 (tarmac covering)


Soft Surfaces - £46,224 (full Multisport Synthetic Surface)

Clerk received last quote this week so updated the Councillors - send the two lower quotes to the Councillors to review. 
80.4
Wicksteed has carried out works but they need to come back and complete.


Extra £400 on original quote for chains on basket seat 


Work has been completed – Councillors accepted new quote. 

Highways and Footpaths
80.5
JCM carried out the following works in August/Sept; Whites Lane, Main Road (by PO), School Lane, Banters Lane. War memorial to be gravelled this month. 


Happy with the works carried out. 

81
Clerk Update: 
81.1
Informal consultation requested to be discussed with Councilors


Discussed and Clerk to reply.

81.2
Seat on village green has been ordered


Reviewed and noted

81.3
Dug-out has been installed – we can order extra cladding if want it coloured


Noted

81.4
War memorial completed

Noted 
82
Finance

82.1
Payments for approval of August: £2695.34 and September £20,019.87 listed below

Councillors happy to approve payments

[image: image1.emf]Aug-25

Debbie Carey General Office expenses 42.15

Debbie Carey General Clerk slary 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4

Debbie Carey General Clerk backpay 89.57

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 22.42

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Jack Raven  Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral June mispayment 246.63

MT Electrical Playing field Cable replacement 976.1

2695.34

Set 25

Debbie Carey General Office expenses 42.15 42.15

Debbie Carey General Clerk slary 713.9 0 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4 0 178.4

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 300 0 300

Luxe - Atstones  General War memorial 4437 887.4 4437

James Raven General Booking system 110 22 132

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 970 194 1164

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 1350 270 1620

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 900 180 1080

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 40 8 48

Chelmsford City CouncilPlaying field Play in the park 3276.5 0 3276.5

Great Leighs Primary SchoolGeneral Gym equipment 6901.75 0 6901.75

20019.87


83
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 16th October 2025
Signed.. ……………..




Date  

