Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 19th March 2026 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors
Steve Dowd
Nick Brown

Jeff Thurlow

Kay Barker





Gill Partridge
Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

James Partridge (Vice-chair)

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

165
Apologies for Absence

Cllr Mike Steele

166
Consideration of Minutes of February 2026 meeting


Agreed this was a true representation of the meeting held
167
Declarations of Interest

James Raven – point 169.1 – resident known 
168
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

None present


Cllr Thurlow wanted to ensure it is noted that the pathways/pavement near the Post Office remain open and clear as there will be continued building work on the site. 
169
Planning

169.1
Reference: 26/05047/TPO

9 Boreham Road Great Leighs Chelmsford CM3 1NH

X1 Monterey Cypress - Reduce height by 5m and sides by 0.5m
No comment

169.2
Reference: 26/00221/FUL

155 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

Retrospective single storey rear extension with flat roof
No comment

169.3
Reference: 26/00191/FUL

148 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

Demolition of front car port. Part single, part first floor rear extensions and re modelling of front elevation including new canopy. Alterations to fenestration
No comment


170
Planning Results
170.1
Ref. No: 26/00068/FUL – Permitted

Proposed outbuilding - 12 The Crescent Little Leighs 
Noted
170.2
Ref. No: 26/00044/FUL – Permitted


Garden Annexe – 186 Main Rd, Great Leighs

Noted

170.3
Ref. No: 25/01750/CLOPUD – Refused

Single storey rear extension - 155 Main Road Great Leighs 
Noted

170.4
Ref. No: 25/01220/FUL – Permitted

Demolition of conservatory and outbuildings, construction of two single storey dwellings - Site at Maric Banters Lane

Noted

170.5
Ref. No: 24/00501/DOC/1 – Refused

Condition 3 - Construction Management Plan, Condition 12 - Hard and Soft Landscaping - Land North East Of 103 Main Road Great Leighs 
Noted

171
Essex County Council Correspondence

Cllr Mike Steel report

172
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven
Highway Rangers will return from April 2026 – residents can request them to carry out work or it can be reported to the Chair and he will pass on. 

Chelmsford City Council has received significant financial support from the central government to address the impact of the COVID19 pandemic. The council has been able to close its budget gap for 2026/27 due to increased demand for services and a better-than-expected Government grant. 
173
General Correspondence
173.1
Email from resident requesting the parish council to make a donation to the Pylon Campaign group – legal costs etc 


Councillors discussed and considered several factors and came up with an agreed figure of £3000. This will be paid to Pylons East Anglia Ltd to be used for professional fees. 
173.2
UK Potholes Ltd – email regarding quoting for work as work with many local Parish Councils


Councilors would like further information on the cost of this service. Clerk to investigate what work they have carried out with local Councils. 
173.3
Farleigh Hospice’s annual Walk for Life event is back on Sunday 10th May – Clerk to post in notice board 


Noted

173.4
Chelmsford City Parks - launch of Nature Pledges in March. Encouraging residents of Chelmsford and local parishes to take up some of the 10 pledges. Eg volunteer, build bug hotels, grow your own food etc. See Love Your Chelmsford website

Noted
174
Great Leighs Environment
174.1
RCCE – membership up for renewal - £71.50 plus VAT – Parish Council to agree to continue (April 2026)

Agreed to continue and pay membership


Playing Field Matters
174.2
Basketball court has been completed – still awaiting the lines but the court needs time to oxidise – discuss if require sign regarding footwear on the court


Noted – Clerk confirmed the date has been proposed for 26th March 2027. Agreed white lines. 
174.3
Local resident has requested tree stump in playing field along the fence-line of their property to be reduced – Police House


Councillors reviewed photo of the stump and requested Clerk to get a quote to remove it.


Chair to contact the resident. 

174.4
Additional cameras for village hall – discuss need and location of cameras


Councillors discussed the recent theft from neighbouring properties to the playing field and the need for additional cameras. Chair to request quote from original team who installed the system last year. 
174.5
Clerk requesting bollard quotes for village hall 

Discussed options to ensure the car park is secure. Electronic bollards – advised these can break. Drop down or fold over bollards may be a better option. 

Clerk to follow-up on companies. 
174.6
No Dogs in park signs have been removed – clerk to order if agreed


Have since been found. 
174.7
Quote for engraving for bench - £600+VAT
Discussed the cheaper option of laser engraving but the original look is what would be preferred. Councillors agreed to go ahead.



Highways and Footpaths
174.8
Part extinguishment of footpath 4 confirmed. Clerk to post announcement on noticeboard. 


Noted.

174.9
JCM - Quote for Coopers Lane to be cut back/cleared/road edges tidied - £816 (inc VAT) – Confirm whether go ahead with the work


Councillors agreed to move ahead with this. School to be notified.

175
Clerk Update: 
175.1
Clerk requesting pay part cost for CILCA qualification – June/July 2026
175.2
Parish Council purchased a new printer- see payments

175.3
Clerk has followed-up sound proofing of the goal areas in the 3G pitch

175.4
Clerk has followed-up on cleaning of bus shelters and other perspex work
176
Finance
176.1
Amendment to last months payments – Premier Sports Surfaces required £4596.30 (payments paid as work is carried out) 

176.2 
Clerk paid outstanding NI contributions (threshold has been reached) as agreed with Chair
176.3
Payments for approval of £ 17,373.35 listed below;

.13[image: image1.emf]Mar-26

Debbie Carey General Office expenses 42.15 1 44.65

Debbie Carey General Clerk salary 713.9 0 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI - NI backpay 258 0 258

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4 0 178.4

National Insurance contributionGeneral Emp NI £71.30 0 £71.30

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 300 0 300

Premier Sport SurfacesHardplay area Basketball surface 4213.28 842.66

5055.94

Premier Sport SurfacesHardplay area Basketball surface

8,693.33 1,738.67 10,432.00

Debbie Carey General Brother DCP Printer 129.99 0 129.99

17376.35


177
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 17th April 2025
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

