Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 16th April 2026 19:45pm

Present:	Councillors	
			
Brenda Young
Kay Barker
				Jeff Thurlow
Zeki Bekir
James Partridge (Vice-chair)
James Raven (Chair)
Also in attendance:		Debbie Carey (Clerk)
					


09	Apologies for Absence
	Gill Partridge, Nick Brown, Steve Dowd, Cllr Mike Steel
	
10	Consideration of Minutes of March 2026 meeting
	All agreed that they were a true representation of the meeting 

11	Declarations of Interest
	None declared

12	Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police
	None in attendance 

13	Planning
13.1	24/00501/DOC/2: Thu 02 Apr 2026/Alternative Reference PP-14803501
103 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex CM3 1NN
Condition 3 - Construction Management plan, Condition 12 - Hard and Soft Landscaping
Pending Consideration
Councillors discussed the current site and management plan and any considerations regarding deliveries. Although an occasional inconvenience to pedestrians, the site was keeping to agreed conditions. 

13.2	24/00114/DOC/1 : Mon 23 Mar 2026 
Condition 3 - Recording of Construction and Evaluation of Energy Performance Condition 4 - Contamination Condition 6 - Construction and Management Plan 
Land East Of Mill Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex
Status: Pending 
No comment
13.3	Ref. No: 26/00305/CLOPUD  
	Single Storey Rear Extension
37 Audley Road Great Leighs Chelmsford CM3 1RS
Status: Pending Consideration
	No comment

14	Planning Results
14.1	Retrospective single storey rear extension with flat roof
155 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex CM3 1NP
Ref. No: 26/00221/FUL: Application Permitted
14.2	Demolition of front car port. 
148 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex CM3 1NP
Ref. No: 26/00191/FUL: Application Permitted
	Noted

15	Essex County Council Correspondence
	Cllr Mike Steel report
	Mike will no longer be our Councillor from May due to wards changing. 
Essex County Council are carrying out a consultation on their draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy – see notes below
LGR - The Government has just announced (subject to parliamentary approval) that Chelmsford will join Brentwood and Maldon, along with Essex County Council services, to form a new mid-Essex unitary authority from April 2028. This forms part of the wider five unitary model which has now been selected for Greater Essex. 
ECC elections are going ahead 7th May 2026 and I will be standing for Broomfield and Writtle which has slightly changed with the loss of Great Leighs and the addition of Stock and Margaretting.
Pylons: NI have just issued a note on changes to the application but unsure to whether it will be our area. Awaiting clarification. 


16	Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven
Urban Area Business Grant launched: Applicants will be expected to provide match funding of at least 20% of the grant requested
	Local Plan – in its next phase 

[bookmark: _Hlk176890081]17	General Correspondence
17.1	6th May event at Hatfield Peverel Village Hall- LNRS and Nature Recovery Action Planning open to Councillors and Clerks
	Noted

[bookmark: _Hlk176889895]18	Great Leighs Environment
18.1	Essex Village of the Year Competition and Rural Community Awards, which include a         new Playing Field and Playground Award. 
	Noted
18.2	Discuss phone box – possible transport option found. Follow-up on contact made with family who currently have in a lock-up.
	Contact holder of phone box relaying the updated plans for phone box. 

Playing Field Matters
18.3	Sound-proofing cost and options – Premier Sports Surfaces said they only have options  that cannot be secured. 
Options – buy the pads separately and look at ways to secure – spray glue, Velcro strips
Cost between £180 – 330 for 2 goals
The Council discussed the matter and reviewed the Clerks research. After speaking with various specialist contractors, the Council have decided that sound-proofing the goals in the 3G pitch is not a viable option. The main point being that the noise wouldn't stop by just sound-proofing the goals as these are really small areas. The ball hits all areas of the sides and back fence especially, so the Council felt that it wouldn't alleviate the issue. The pitch is only used once or twice a week on average between 8pm-9pm so not late into the night. 

18.4	Premier Sports Surfaces - Surface maintenance quarterly visit offered – Bronze package £1040 +VAT – Gold package £2610 + VAT (5% discount available)
	Councillors discussed and agreed that there wouldn’t be a need for this maintenance. It can be reviewed in the coming months. 

	Highways and Footpaths
18.5	Reminder that Bridleway 13 closes on 13th April 2026 to 13th October 2026
	Noted
18.6	Essex Safer Speeds Strategy working with Safer Essex Roads Partnership – online Consultation – closes 26th April 2026
	Noted 

	19: Clerk Update: 
19.1	Engraving has started on the bench. There is a temporary piece of wood replacing the original plank to ensure safety.
	Noted
19.2	Basketball Court – completed but asked for centre line to be added – planned for 25th April
	Noted
	An additional point added by the Clerk, the play inspection will be taking place in May

20	Finance	

20.1	£5055.94 for Premier Sports Surfaces was withheld as the project was not finished – the lines had not been completed. This will be paid in this months payments.
	Noted

	
20.2	Payments for approval of £4185.36 listed below

[image: ]

21	Closure
	Date of next meeting Thursday 21st May 2026 (7pm)
Meeting closed at 8.20pm



Signed.. ……………..		Date  


image1.emf
Debbie Carey General Office expenses 51.15 1 51.15

Debbie Carey General Clerk salary 1154.56 0 1154.56

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 297.43 0 297.43

National Insurance contributionGeneral Emp NI £160.57 0 £160.57

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 315 0 315

Premier Sport SurfacesHardplay area Basketball surface

517.43

103.49

620.92

Village Hall General Hire 102.5 0 102.5

Village Hall Utilities Electric - 3G  487 24.35 511.35

EALC/NALC General Annual membership 693.91 0 693.91

RCCE General Annual membership 71.5 14.3 85.8

4185.36


