Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 16th October 2025 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors
Steve Dowd




Gill Partridge
Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

Kay Barker

Jeff Thurlow

James Partridge (Vice-chair)

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

84
Apologies for Absence



Cllr Mike Steel

85
Consideration of minutes of September 2025 meeting


All agreed they are a true representation of the meeting

86
Declarations of Interest
86.1 
Co-opting of a Councillor 

Nick Brown invited to speak about his application to become a Councillor.

Eligibility reviewed and Council voted. Chair announced co-opting agreed. 

James Raven & Gill Partridge declared knowing the resident with a planning application from the public forum
87
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

One member attended to discuss the planning proposals. Gave overview of planning proposal and answered Councillors questions. 
88
Planning
88.1
Reference: 25/01233/FUL

North Whitehouse  Mill Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford

Retrospective application for the erection of external timber decking with fence along property boundary, over part of an existing pond.
No objections


88.2
Reference: 025/01232/ADV
Land Adjacent Great Leighs Bypass Roundabout Great Leighs Chelmsford

Installation of illuminated and non-illuminated advertisements as follows:

Unit 1 - 9 No. freestanding signs, including 1 No. totem pole, and 7 No. fascia signs

Unit 2 - 1 No. freestanding totem pole sign

Unit 3 - 9 No. freestanding signs, including 1 No. totem pole, and 11 No. fascia signs
Previously discussed in September meeting – the signage plans
88.3
The Oaks Hornells Corner Little Leighs Chelmsford

Description of works: Proposed two storey side extension to dwelling house, including car port
Outside village settlement boundary – no comment

88.4
Reference: 25/01231/FUL

Land Adjacent Great Leighs Bypass Roundabout Great Leighs Chelmsford
Erection of three drive-through food and beverage units (with associated signage), delivery of dedicated EV vehicle charging bays and associated hard and soft landscaping to the site with new access.
Clerk to add comments from previous 025/01232/ADV to this planning application

Councillors to advertise the change on the Community Facebook page 
88.5
Reference: 25/01339/FUL

Dumney Lane Farm  Dumney Lane Little Leighs Chelmsford

Proposed extension of the existing rear hipped element to form a gable, new pitched dormer in front roof slope and conversion of existing garage to habitable space. Replacement of the existing outbuilding with a new garage.
Outside village settlement boundary – no comment
Added planning – Clerk requested extension as prior to Octobers meeting:

25/01309/FUL
Pond View Banters Lane Great Leighs
Description of works: Demolition of a storage building/workshop/garage and stables and erection of x5 dwellings and associated new access.
Discussed with the resident any possible disruption to the local residents or traffic implications and no objections raised. 


89
Planning Results
89.1
25/05178/TPO – Permitted

Noted
90
Essex County Council Correspondence

Cllr Mike Steel report

Mentioned the gritting of Essex roads – track the gritting trucks


Restrictions on cutting hedges are lifted. 



Widening of roads by Wheelers Hill & Cranham Rd from 20th October for 102 days.


Pylons – Still trying to oppose this but the project is pushing forward. 

Local Government Reorganisation – options of Unitaries – the favoured option being north, mid and south Essex. 
Great Leighs/Chelmsford City Racecourse decision regarding the music licence - reduce for “music led events” to 10,000 but events of over 5,000 will trigger the requirement for an event management plan and additional conditions. 
Community Initiative Fund – initiative is now open offering grants for up to £10,000. See more information REF 92.3. Closing date: 28th Nov 2025
91
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Cllr James Raven report

Chelmsford Local Plan – 2 developers are not going ahead with planned house building so Chelmsford City Council are needing additional sites. 


Similar information on LGR as Mikes report. 



92
General Correspondence
92.1
Tree Give-Away – Chelmsford City Council are giving away 1200 trees to Chelmsford 
residents. Between 6th October and 6th November residents can complete an online form to select a tree.

Noted

92.2
Farleigh Hospice Festive Gift Fayre on Wednesday, 12th November 2025 – Clerk to post poster on FB and noticeboard.


Noted

92.3
ECC are launching a Community Initiative Fund and Microgrants - funding of up to £10,000 available to voluntary organisations, community groups, residents’ associations and Town and Parish Councils
· upgrades to sports facilities

· improvements to community buildings such as new heating systems or accessible toilets

· staff costs for projects or maintenance

· IT systems or support

· cultural events and activities 
Noted

92.4
Anglian Water are upgrading the local water recycling centre (WRC) in Great Leighs. They are carrying out tree work in the area. 


Questions around the upgrade of the site due to more homes being built – Clerk copied in Chair to respond to Anglian Water. 

92.5
National Grid Norwich to Tilbury - Development Consent Order (DCO) for Norwich to Tilbury has been accepted for examination by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

Noted
93
Great Leighs Environment
93.1
Village projects - CIL funds
Councillors discussed how to use the funds; buy or leasing Fayrewood Park, various pockets of land to set up community projects, cameras to discourage fly-tipping. Noted to discuss in Novembers meeting
Playing Field Matters
Fallen tree discussed



Highways and Footpaths
93.2
Main Rd – Little Leighs private road sign 


Councillor spoke to the residents and sign removed


School Lane over-grown hanging branches need removing. Discussed JCM carrying out the work. Residents will need to remove cars – Clerk to organise. 

93.3
Shilwards – pavement/road parking issue 

Building works going on and cars will eventually be off the pavement. 

94
Clerk Update: 
94.1
PKF have completed the annual AGAR and have sent through report and documentation.

Noted

94.2
Decision from Councillors on the basketball quotes


Review in November – Clerk to check colours and publish public spending 

94.3
Fayrewood Drive – requested mandatory stop and the Integrated Passenger Transport Unit have shared our issues with the drivers. They are still considering but have added an extended bus cage on the road to allow for additional visibility of the shelter.


Reported the broken bus stop sign opposite the free church – it will be replaced in November. 


Noted

94.4
Clerk ordered sign for village green re dog on leads


Noted

94.5
JCM additional payment due to fallen tree. 


Noted

94.6
Dave Brillus additional payment for clearing away pallet. 


Noted
Additional point added not on agenda: 

92.7
Review Insurance annual review 

Councillors agreed that this is adequate level of cover

95
Finance


Payments for approval of £6816.90  listed below

Councillors agreed with payments below

[image: image1.emf]Oct-25

Debbie Carey General Offie expenses 42.15 0 42.15

Debbie Carey General Clerk slary 713.9 0 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4 0 178.4

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 151.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 300

Wicksteed Playing field Play area maintenance 1,523.40 304.68 1,828.08

Wicksteed Playing field Replacement chains 335 67 402

Aubel  Seat Playing field Replacement bench 1126 225.2 1351.2

PFK Littlejohn General Audit fee 315 63 378

Village Hall General Hire of Hall 0 94 94

JCM Playing field Grounds maintainance 550 110 660Emergency tree fallen down

JCM Playing field War memorial 510 102 612

Debbie Carey General Wreaths for Rememberance day 40 40

6816.9


96
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 20th November 2025
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

