Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 19th February 2026 19.45pm

Present: Councillors
Zeki Bekir
Nick Brown
Kay Barker
Jeff Thurlow
				Gill Partridge
Zeki Bekir
James Partridge (Vice-chair)
James Raven (Chair)
Also in attendance:		Debbie Carey (Clerk)


152	Apologies for Absence
	Cllr Mike Steele, Brenda Young

153	Consideration of Minutes of January 2026 meeting
	Agreed this was a true representation of the meeting

154	Declarations of Interest
	None declared

155	Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police
	No members of the public attended

156	Planning
156.1	Reference: 26/05024/TPO
7 & 9 Boreham Road Great Leighs
G1 x2 Oaks (T2 & T6 on site plan) - Root severance and installation of root barrier for piled raft scheme. Reason: to stop the influence of the tree(s) on the soil below building foundation level and provide long term stability
No objection
156.2	Reference: 26/00044/FUL
186 Main Road Great Leighs 
Erection of a garden annexe
No objection
156.3    Reference: 26/00068/FUL
12 The Crescent Little Leighs
Proposed outbuilding
No objection
156.4	Reference: 24/00501/DOC/1
	Land North East Of 103 Main Road Great Leighs
Condition 3 - Construction Management Plan, Condition 12 - Hard and Soft Landscaping
No objection
156.5	Reference: 26/00137/EIASO
	Land East Of Chatley House 52 Main Road Great Leighs
EIA Screening Opinion for Outline planning application with all matters reserved except for access, for up to 160 dwellings (including affordable housing), public open space, landscaping, children's play area and all other associated infrastructure
Discussed at previous meeting

157	Planning Results
157.1	25/01611/FUL
	5 Bolingbroke Close Great Leighs: Two storey front porch extension.
Application Permitted
Noted
157.2	25/01507/FUL
203 Main Road Great Leighs 
Demolition of existing extension. Construction of single storey side extension. 
Application Permitted
Noted


158	Essex County Council Correspondence
	Cllr Mike Steel report
	Digi-bus initiative extended to 2028
Love your Bus scheme extended – Clerk to follow-up agreed request from December 2025 meeting. (item: 105.1)
Devolution & LGR – ongoing; Combined County Authority (CCA) in May 2026. Mayoral election has now been postponed to May 2028.
Pylons – Preliminary hearing stage – Essex Open Hearing - Chelmsford City Council attended and will be submitting Local Impact Report - an extensive 100 page report and very much emphasising the damage to the area around the Walthams, as well as all the other affected parishes along the west of Chelmsford with suggestions for alternative options.
Highways – 6,668 gullies were cleared in December alone
Budget allocates £145M to road repairs next year (April 26) but that is not enough to keep up with the ongoing defects


159	Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven
Chelmsford City Council agreed their 26/27 budget - closed its budget gap thanks to more demand for its paid services and a better-than-expected Government grant
110 new homes at the Furlongs approved on the Local Plan. Possibly 70 houses added to this
	Brown bin recycling scheme – commences in March 	

[bookmark: _Hlk176890081]160	General Correspondence
160.1	Email from the Rural Community Council of Essex – running a Government consultation on private estate management companies on new housing developments – issues with unadopted roads, drainage, green spaces and residents paying private maintenance charges. Survey – Clerk will need feedback to complete. 
	Chair to complete as has information from residents regarding issues with the Furlongs development
160.2	Boreham Local Plan Consultation – developed by Boreham Parish Council and proposes local planning policies for Boreham. Closing date: 4th March 2026
	Not relevant to our Parish

[bookmark: _Hlk176889895]161	Great Leighs Environment
161.1	Norwich to Tilbury: Project update
Various hearings taking place - independent panel of experts will now consider the application in detail, looking at earlier consultation feedback alongside evidence. This part of the process can take up to six months.  
Noted
161.2	Quote received for replacement of perspex in 3 bus stops - £740+VAT
	Sand/paint 2 Main Rd bus stops - £1840+VAT = total £3096
	Discuss level of maintenance to be carried out and agree quote
	Agreed to move ahead with this – Clerk to arrange
161.3	Dog & Partridge underpass update - local residents comments from December meeting
	Clerk to inform Police

Playing Field Matters
161.4	Basketball Court – tarmac being laid 27th February due to the rain and cold weather
161.5	Defib battery - £79.60 with delivery to be ordered this month 

	Highways and Footpaths
	Covered in Cllr Mike Steels report
	
162	Clerk Update: 
162.1	Re-ordered dog signs for the playing field – see finance below, agreed for payment 
	Noted – Clerk to post
162.2	Ordered The Alan Scott Memorial Playing Field 
	Quote requested. Chair to confirm where located. 

163	Finance
163.1	EALC returned bursar from training £75.00 this month – November 2025 recorded
Additional payment agreed for dog walking signs - £140.40 – Curtis Signs. Payment added. 
Clerk to order new printer. 

[image: ]


164	Closure
	Date of next meeting Thursday 19th March 2026

	Meeting closed 8.24pm



Signed.. ……………..		Date  


image1.emf
Feb-26

Debbie Carey General Office expenses 47.14 1 42.15

Debbie Carey General Clerk salary

713.9

0 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4 0 178.4

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 300 0 300

Defib Warehouse Playing field Defib battery 223 22.6 267.6

Defib Warehouse Playing field Defib pads 68 11.6 79.6

Curtis Signs Playing field Dog walking signs 117 23.4 140.4

1914.22


