Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 20th November 2025 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors





Zeki Bekir




Nick Brown
Jeff Thurlow
James Partridge (Vice-chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

97
Apologies for Absence

Cllr Mike Steel, Cllr James Raven, Brenda Young, Gill Partridge, Kay Barker, Steve Dowd
98
Consideration of minutes of October 2025 meeting

All agreed they are a true representation of the meeting
99
Declarations of Interest








Planning – 101.2 – all the Councillors know the resident
100
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police


4 in attendance
1) Resident requesting an update on the proposed planning application 025/01232/ADV as the closing date has passed. 

No update or knowledge from the Parish Council on any updates. James Partridge explained that there was another planning application so that date has not passed. 

2) Resident requesting the Parish Councils plans and response to the deadline for the Norwich to Tilbury pylons is 27th November. 

Explained it is on the agenda to discuss parish Councils response 

3) 2 representatives from Ceres Property were in attendance to update the Parish Council on their proposed plans for 9 units. Shared designs and an overview of the units. 

Parish Council reviewed plans and asked questions. Unable to comment until there is a planning application submitted. 
101
Planning
101.1
Ref: 25/01507/FUL

203 Main Road Great Leighs 

Description of works: Demolition of existing extension. Construction of single storey side extension. Addition of rear dormer windows and repositioning of stairs.
No Objection

101.2
Ref: 25/05266/TPO: 9 Boreham Road Great Leighs Chelmsford CM3 1NH

Description of works: G1 (T2 & T6) Oak - Installation of root barrier. Reason: To stop the influence of the tree(s) on the soil below building foundation level and provide long term stability to the property.
No objection


102
Planning Results
102.1
Ref: 25/01511/CM Quarry And Premises Moulsham Hall Lane Great And Little Leighs - Archaeological Evaluation
Validated: Fri 24 Oct 2025 

Status: No Objection
Unaware of this planning
103
Essex County Council Correspondence

Cllr Mike Steel report
The LHP is closed to new applications. It has been decided that the £6M budget (over the next 2 years) will be used to implement the top safety schemes in the queue. 
Highway news - Parish Councils can fund schemes for speed/volume surveys. 
Pylons NG proposal accepted for examination - Planning Inspectorate have opened their consultation portal for interested parties and stakeholders to have their say and submit their Relevant Representations / comments. The deadline to register is 27 November. 

The Love Your Bus Grant goes live on 1st November 2025. This initiative supports local transport improvements led by Parish and Town Councils, with funding available for projects that enhance accessibility, sustainability, and community engagement with local bus services.
Devolution in Essex - The Government has confirmed that Greater Essex will be a Mayoral Combined County Authority. The first Mayoral election will take place in May 2026.
104
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Cllr James Raven report

Local Plan - 15 new or expanded sites throughout Chelmsford – concern over the Great Leighs 7a site - consultation is that the new school is not due to be started until over 200 properties have been built in the 7A site so depending on timings this additional housing could put a strain on the local school, the foul water drainage system main station is already over capacity with the discharge into the river Ter and as many of you may know the wildlife over the last 10-15 years has disappeared from the river which does go on for miles after the pumping station so additional housing will only add to this issue.

Updated on Chelmsford events. 


Chelmsford City Council’s multi-storey car parks will soon be equipped with Automatic Number Plate Recognition and True Blue validation technology, improving customer experience across the board.
105
General Correspondence
105.1
Love Your Bus Grant will officially launch on 1st November 2025. This initiative supports local transport improvements led by Parish and Town Councils, with funding available for projects that enhance accessibility, sustainability, and community engagement with local bus services. It cannot add new routes. 

· Maximum award: £50,000 per project

· Up to 3 projects per Parish/Town Council

· Joint applications encouraged for wider service areas
Councillors discussed possible options for this. 
Additional buses on existing routes – morning routes going towards Chelmsford would be welcomed.
Digibus – perhaps funding additional vehicles as many report difficulty booking.

Clerk to speak with the Great Notley Clerk to see if the Digibus could be an option.

106
Great Leighs Environment
106.1
Councils Insurance policy is due for renewal on 25th November 2025 – see finance


Noted

106.2
Village projects - CIL funds – review from Octobers meeting 


Councillors discussed options for the funds. These included;

· - Allotments

· - Sports area on the 7a site – James Raven to speak to the owner of land

· - Lease Fayrewood Park from Chelmsford Council

106.3
Pylon Consultation – Closing date for the Norwich to Tilbury planning inspectorate – 27th November. Residents to submit their objections. 


Clerk and James Partridge to write a post and add to Facebook encouraging residents to ensure their objections are logged/registered before 27th November. 
	

	

		

	

	


Playing Field Matters
No comments 



Highways and Footpaths
106.4
JCM quote for School lane, reducing the canopy and hedge - £1440


Please note this will not remove the overhang onto the highway from the entire canopy so bird droppings would still present a problem.

Clerk and Zeki Bekir will organize a time with JCM so the residents can be informed.
107
Clerk Update: 
107.1
Clerk advertised spending for basketball court – date it can move forward 15th December 2025 


Noted

107.2
Phone box – ideas of how to retrieve from lock-up.


Councillors discussed dismantling and agreed they needed to view the item first. James Partridge to make contact with family to arrange time. 
108
Finance
108.1
Abel Seat – Delivery and installation delay so did not pay invoice -£1351.20

Noted

108.2
Wicksteed payment reduced £38 due to seat replacement error - invoices 829561 & 829644 were paid this month. 

Noted
Payments for approval of £5039.76 listed below
Councillors agreed with payments below
[image: image1.emf]Nov-25

Debbie Carey General Offie expenses 42.15 0 42.15

Debbie Carey General Clerk slary 713.9 0 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4 0 178.4

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 300

Clear Council General Insurance 1622.44 0 1622.44

Debbie Carey General Royal British Legion 160 0 160

JCM Playing field Grounds maintainance 550 110 660

Debbie Carey General Office expenses 0 0 6.7

JCM Playing field Grounds maintainance 970 194 1164

5039.76


109
Closure – 9.00pm

Date of next meeting Thursday 18th December 2025
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

