Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 15th January 2026 19:45pm

Present: Councillors
Steve Dowd
Kay Barker

Jeff Thurlow





Gill Partridge
Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

James Partridge (Vice-chair)

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

133
Memory of Alan Scott

One minute silence observed
134
Apologies for Absence

Nick Brown, Cllr Mike Steel

135
Consideration of Minutes of December 2025 meeting


All agreed they are a true representation of the meeting
136
Declarations of Interest

None

137
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police


None

138
Planning

None - noted


139
Planning Results
139.1
Ref. No: 25/05294/TPO: G1Oak - Reduce by up to 2.5m
9 Boreham Road Great Leighs Chelmsford 

Status: Application Permitted

139.2
Ref. No: 25/05276/TPO

Eastern Boundary Of Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

Status: Application Permitted

Noted

140
Essex County Council Correspondence

Cllr Mike Steel report
Govt Planning Inspectorate have accepted National Grids’s proposal for examination and consultation.
Devolution and Local Government Re-organisation - Greater Essex will still become a Combined County Authority in May 2026, but the expected Mayoral election has now been postponed to May 2028.
Chelmer Valley Park and Ride cutting Saturday service and the 7.30pm service Monday to Friday.
141
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven

Fairly quiet for the start of the year. 


Chelmsford City Council planted 7000 trees in the ongoing greening program.
Chelmsford Museum received an Art Fund - to fund an intergenerational project to catalogue the museum’s collections.
Hylands Estates have announced a state fair/festival in June. 
142
General Correspondence
142.1
Resident requested any new village street names to be discussed by the Parish Council – ideally considering the history and families who have resided for many years.

Discussed the idea and agreed that this can be a consideration. 

143
Great Leighs Environment
143.1
Recent consultation outcome regarding Chelmer Valley Park and Ride cutting Saturday service and the 7.30pm service Monday to Friday. 


Low usage has led to this service being reduced. Councillors noted.
Playing Field Matters
143.2 
Instructed Premier Sports Surfaces to schedule resurface of basketball court


Commencing 9th February – Clerk to confirm 

Confirmed backboards 

Additional comment: Vote to name the playing field The Alan Scott Memorial Playing Field – all agreed. Clerk to order a sign. 

Highways and Footpaths
143.3
Received notification that Church Lane verge defects have been completed.

JCM have cut the over-hang on School Lane

Councillors reported a few more issues for Clerk to report. 
 

144
Clerk Update: 
144.1
EALC – amendment to finances – have to pay full amount for the bursar to be paid back to Parish Council


Noted

144.2
Submitted the Parish Councils comments on the Local Plan (previous comments from March 2025)


Noted

144.3
Clerk has sent our ROI forms for 2025/26


Brenda and Jeffs received 

144.4
Clerk requested quote from Premier Sports Surfaces for sound proofing the 3G goal area after resident requested in Decembers meeting. 


Noted. 
145
Finance

145.1
Payments for approval of £11726.62 listed below
[image: image1.emf]Jan-26

Debbie Carey General Office expenses 48.65 0 48.65

Debbie Carey General Clerk salary

713.9

0 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4 0 178.4

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 300

JCM Playing field Grounds maintainance 1410 282 1692

Premier Sports SurfacesPlaying field Annual maintainance 3g 1270 254 1524

Village Hall General Meeting costs 82.5 0 82.5

GL Primary School General School equipment 6945 0 6945

Matt Lawford  General Removal of fly-tipping 50 0 50

11726.62


146
Closure: 8.25pm

Date of next meeting Thursday 19th February 2026
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

