Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 18th December 2025 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors




Nick Brown
Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

Jeff Thurlow
James Partridge (Vice-chair)
Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

120
Apologies for Absence

James Raven (Chair), Steve Dowd, Kay Barker, Gill Partridge, Cllr Mike Steel

121
Consideration of Minutes of November 2025 meeting


All agreed they are a true representation of the meeting
122
Declarations of Interest


124.5: All Councillors & Clerk as James Raven company put in the planning application 
123
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

1 member of the public in attendance to discuss the noise from the 3G pitch at night when the ball hits the back board. Clerk to look into some costs for sound-proofing. 

Also one of the car park lights shines into their properties bedroom so requested it angled away or some filter. 

Noted the car park lights were also left on later than expected. 

Vice-Chair explained that this was not the Councils property so not in control but would mention to the Village Hall committee. Clerk to email. 
124
Planning
124.1
25/01611/FUL

5 Bolingbroke Close Great Leighs Chelmsford CM3 1NZ

Description of works: Two storey front porch extension.
No objections

124.2
25/05301/TPO
18 School Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

Description of works: G1 Poplar x2 (T1 & T2 on plan) - Fell to ground level. Reason: Round the base and buttress area of the trees stem.
Councillors would request a Chelmsford Council independent survey to be carried out
124.3
25/05294/TPO

9 Boreham Road Great Leighs Chelmsford CM3 1NH

Description of works: G1Oak - Reduce by up to 2.5m to good growth points to maintain the natural shape of the tree. Reason: The tree is too big for the location as it is encroaching neighbouring properties and the owners house.
No objections

124.4
25/05276/TPO

Eastern Boundary Of Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

Description of works: W2 - x5 Field Maple - Reduce height by 3.5m max. Prune overhanging branches extending over garden by 2m max. Reason: To promote new growth, maintain size and shape and to allow more light into garden.
No objections

124.5
25/01549/OUT

Land South West Of Pembroke House London Road Braintree Essex

Description of works: Outline application for construction of 30 social housing units  with associated access, parking, and soft and hard landscaping. All matters reserved
This is outside of the settlement boundary. 
A few questions were raised regarding this application – would local residents get priority? What impact would the extra residents have on local services?

125
Planning Results
125.1
24/01787/FUL: Land adjacent to School Lane, demolition of outbuildings and proposed construction of one new detached dwelling. 


Noted

125.2
Ref. No: 25/01366/FUL:The Oaks Hornells Corner Little Leighs 

Status: Application Permitted
Proposed two storey side extension to dwellinghouse, including car port.

Noted

125.3
Ref. No: 25/01233/FUL  North Whitehouse Mill Lane Great Leighs

Status: Application Refused
Retrospective application for the erection of external timber decking with fence along property boundary, over part of an existing pond.
Noted

125.4
Ref. No: 25/01421/CLOPUD  

Great Barn House School Lane Great Leighs 

Status: Application Permitted

Construction of single storey side extensions, two storey rear extension. New front porch. Addition of two rear dormers and replacement windows.
Noted

125.5
Ref. No: 25/01339/FUL  Dumney Lane Farm Dumney Lane Little Leighs 

| 
Status: Application Permitted

Proposed extension of the existing rear hipped element to form a gable, new pitched dormer in front roof slope and conversion of existing garage to habitable space. Replacement of the existing outbuilding with a new garage.
Noted

	


126
Essex County Council Correspondence

Cllr Mike Steel report
1) Govt Planning Inspectorate have accepted NG’s proposal for examination and consultation. Mike registered as a Chelmsford City Cllr, an Essex County Cllr and as an individual stating opposition to overhead lines, but also some specific local comments.
2) Devolution in Essex - election of a Mayor will be postponed to May 2028 - still intend to create the Greater Essex Combined County Authority (GECCA) in early 2026.

3) Central Govt require our Local Plan to show a build rate of 1400 dwellings per year (60% higher than the current plan) to align with their target of an extra 1.5 million homes. There have also been shortfalls in the current plan because of Govt withdrawal of infrastructure funding (like the A12 widening). The net result is that City Council is having to look at new sites that can be readily delivered within the next 5 years. In my area:

· Broomfield – New - 200 homes Land West of Patching Hall Lane

· Great Waltham – increase from 20 to 75 homes Land South of Ford End Primary School

· Chignal – New – 100 homes Land North of Hollow Lane 
· Gt Leighs – 140 new homes Land East of London Rd
127
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven

Lots of events in December over the Christmas period. 

Similar news as above. 


128
General Correspondence
128.1
TCPA Webinars to help parishes prepare for the Norwich to Tilbury DCO Examination

Noted
129
Great Leighs Environment
129.1
Great Leighs Primary School have requested funds of £6,945 to enhance the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) outdoor learning environment. The proposal includes levelling the existing outdoor space, installing a durable astroturf surface, and purchasing a set of nine wooden climbing blocks to enrich physical play and learning opportunities.

Happy to support and provide the funds – Clerk to contact school
129.2
Local Plan consultation comments – consultation period closes at 4pm on Thursday 8 January 2026

Agreed James Raven will be consulted and comments added
Playing Field Matters
129.3
Maintenance contract for 3g pitch – Premier Sports Surfaces

Annual renew for £1524 (inc VAT)
Agreed to continue service


Highways and Footpaths
129.4
JCM planned cut back of School Lane in January, Clerk and Zeki Bekir to organise


Clerk to confirm dates and times

130
Clerk Update: 
130.1
Re last meeting action, Clerk contacted Great Notley Parish Council to enquire on their intentions for Love your Bus grant. They will add to their agenda for this month. 

Discuss with the Great Notley Clerk ideas and add to agenda next month

130.2
Followed up on village green bench, dog lead signs and Perspex 


Noted

130.3
Clerk posted letters re SIDs (speed indicator devices) – contact date is 08/01/26

Noted, discussed some of residents comments but all seem in favour
131
Finance
131.1
Overview of finance meeting from Monday 8th


Discussed points for Councillors not in attendance 
131.2
Budget setting overview 

Reviewed and discussed all lines in the budget


Booking Officer wage increase – confirmed 5% - agreed


Parish Clerk – increase hours to 25 per week – agreed
131.3
Precept – discuss and agree 

Reviewed precept and all Councillors present agreed to increase from £42,000 to £45,000 for 2026/27


This is due to increased cost on services, labour and goods
131.4
Payments for approval of £1620.97 listed below
Additional payment for village hall bench – previously added to Octobers and removed due to installation issue. Increase by £811.20 = £2432.17

Councillors noted  
[image: image1.emf]Dec-25

Debbie Carey General Office expenses 42.15 0 47.64

Debbie Carey General Clerk salary 713.9 0 713.9

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax&NI 178.4 0 178.4

James Raven  General Booking officer 55 11 66

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 300

EALC General Clerk training 45 0 45

Myers Scott General Website maintenance 119.88 23.98 143.86

1620.97


132
Closure

Meeting closed: 8.35pm


Date of next meeting Thursday 15th January 2026
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

