

Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 17th July 2026 19:45pm

Present:	Councillors
Steve Dowd
				Gill Partridge
Brenda Young
Cllr Mike Steel
James Partridge (Vice-chair)
James Raven (Chair)
Also in attendance:		Debbie Carey (Clerk)
						


58	Apologies for Absence
	Zeki Bekir, Kay Barker, Jeff Thurlow

59	Consideration of Minutes of June 2025 meeting
	All agreed they are a true representation of the meeting

60	Declarations of Interest
	James Partridge – 62.2

61	Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police
	6 members of the public in attendance – Point 66.1 brought forward
	All wanted to discuss the Race Course weekend. Key points were;
· Initial race course meeting for residents presented a traffic management plan that was not followed.
· Cars were blocking and parked all the way up the main road on pavements. 
· No marshals or tow vehicles
· No signage
· No lighting
· The walking route was too small for volume of walkers, overgrown and not lit
A separate issue was raised – Brambles on School Lane, speed on Boreham Rd, potholes on A130

Cllr Mike Steel and James Raven responded to the above with the following;

· Met with the race course and they agreed the company they hired to manage the traffic for the event, did not follow the agreed plan. 
· Comments can be made on the link James shared on the FB community page regarding the license consultation
· Residents to report any damage to properties/cars etc to police


	

62	Planning
62.1	Reference: 25/00926/FUL
Land Opposite Rothwell Blackley Lane Braintree
Temporary use of site for car parking ancillary to major events at Chelmsford City Racecourse for a period of up to 3 years and on no more than 28 days per year, to include some temporary hardstanding which will be restored to grassland upon the cessation of the temporary use.
Councillors will wait for the review before discussing this planning.

62.2	Reference: 25/00754/FUL
204 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex
Two storey glazed front entrance porch
No comment - permitted

	62.3     Appeal after Refusal: Land Adjacent Fairbanks School Lane Great Leigh     

	

	Demolition of outbuildings and proposed construction of one new detached dwelling (Use Class C3), with retention of access, provision of driveway and parking, a shed, landscaping and associated works.
No comment




63	Planning Results
63.1	Two storey glazed front entrance porch, 204 Main Road Great Leighs 
Ref. No: 25/00754/FUL | Validated: Tue 13 May 2025 | Status: Application Permitted
Noted

63.2	Great Leighs Village Store And Post Office 103 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford 
Ref. No: 24/01379/DOC/1 | Validated: Mon 12 May 2025 | Status: Conditions Discharged
	Noted

64	Essex County Council Correspondence
64.1	Report from Cllr Mike Steel
	
65	Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
65.1	Report from Cllr Raven
Quiet month – a group of volunteers cleaned up the River Cann
	Bow Bridge was officially opened
	Chelmsford Market has a fun day on 26th July.	

[bookmark: _Hlk176890081]66	General Correspondence
66.1	Complaints of the Chelmsford City Racecourse event
	As discussed above at the public forum
66.2	Chelmsford City Council sent a survey for residents and Parish Council to complete – Clerk previous distributed to Councilors last week. 
	Noted
66.3	Clerk contacted Norwich to Tilbury/Nation Grid regarding the notice that was attached to the playing field railings. Sent over an email with attached notice as they had no response and needed to view. 
	Clerk to follow-up
[bookmark: _Hlk176889895]67	Great Leighs Environment
67.1	Chelmsford City Live recent event – James Raven to update
	As above 
67.2	Contacted local gardener re weeding plants – discuss requirements and monthly cost 
Councillors voted 3:2 to go ahead with the local gardener 2/3 hours per month at £20 per hour.
67.3 	Quote from JCM  - suggested woodchip for crossroads to supress weeds £320
	Agreed to go ahead to ensure the area looks tidy.
67.4	Great Leighs Primary School request for funds
Councillors agreed that the CIL funds could be used for the request from the school for outdoor gym equipment. £6901.75
Playing Field Matters
67.4	Quote from Wicksteed for play equipment (not the gym equipment)
The basket swing is £800 as they cannot just replace the handle - £1,523.40+VAT
Without basket swing - £625+VAT without
Requested quote for gym equipment to be serviced
Councillors agreed to go ahead with the quote including replacing the basket swing. 
67.5	Discuss Booking Officer replacement from September 
	Councillors agreed that Will Partridge will take over duties from September
67.6	MT Electrical to replace damaged cable - £976.10 inc VAT
This is to replace the 3G lights that are currently not working. Councilors had approved the quote last week as it is urgent. Work to go ahead next week. 
67.7	Bench quote for replacement and fitting - £1126+VAT]
	Councillors happy to go ahead with this replacement bench. 

	Highways and Footpaths
67.8	JCM quote for adding regular areas of over-growth/hedge trimming to their quarterly payment - Whites Lane, Main Rd, Boreham Rd areas – 6 hedges, path scrapping etc. £2772
	Councillors agreed to go ahead and add this to the work schedule.
	
68	Clerk Update: 
68.1	Paving completed
	Noted
68.2	War memorial update - The first stage started on the 17th July, to fit the foundation and the long plinth. The second to complete the fitting on the 28th July
	Confirmed new date as 29th July - noted
68.3	Clerk contacted contact re phone box  - no reply
	Continue to contact so Councillors can view and decide how to move to crossroads

69	Finance
69.1	Added additional payment for JCM in Junes payments – not paid but added as minus on July payments. 
	Noted
69.2	Paid Purcell Paving Specialists deposit as agreed in last meeting, 20%  and a further 50% of remaining balance which was agreed by Councillors on 27th June 2025. 
	Last payment for completion is £5280 – total paid below. 
	Noted
69.3	Payments for approval of £16,701.64 listed below
	Confirmed payments

[image: ]




70	Closure
	Date of next meeting Thursday 18th September 2025
Meeting closed at 9.07pm



Signed.. ……………..		Date  

image1.emf
Debbie  Carey General Office expenses 0 0 55.25

Debbie  Carey General Clerk salary 0 0 691.42

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax & NI 0 0 172.8

James Raven General Booking system 55 11 66

Village Hall General Hire of hall 76 0 76

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 250 50 300

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Jack Raven  Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

BB Associates General Audit  270 0 270

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance -970 -174 -1164

Purcell Paving Ltd Playing field Grounds maintenance 8448 2112 10560

CALC General Annual fee 40 0 40

Make Me Ltd Playing field Dug out 3310 730 4,992.00

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 180 36 216

12085.17 2765 16701.64


