

Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 17th April 2025 19:45pm

Present:	Councillors	
				Gill Partridge
				Jeff Thurlow
Zeki Bekir
James Partridge (Vice-chair)
James Raven (Chair)
Also in attendance:		Debbie Carey (Clerk)
					

08	Apologies for Absence
	Essex County Councillor Mike Steel, Steve Dowd, Brenda Young & Kay Barker


09	Election of Parish Council Chairman
	James Raven was nominated and accepted

10	Election of Vice Chairman
	James Partridge was nominated and accepted

11	Consideration of Minutes of March 2025 meeting
	All agreed these were a true representation of our February meeting

12	Declarations of Interest
	None declared

13	Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police
	None in attendance

14	Planning
14.1	25/00579/FUL: Great Barn House School Lane Great Leighs
Proposed new dormers to south elevation. Alternations to fenestration including Juliet balconies  
Changes to the external cladding and internal alterations.
Outside DSB – no issues 
14.2	25/00548/ADV: Bus Shelter Opposite Aragon Road Main Road Great Leighs
Digital advert on the real-time passenger information screen located at the bus stop (renew of existing permission).
No issues 
14.3	25/00549/ADV: Bus Shelter Opposite Shimbrooks Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford
Digital advert on the real-time passenger information screen located at the bus stop. (Renewal of permission 19/00684/ADV)
No issues 

15	Planning Results
15.1	23/00081/NMAT/1 :  3 Bohun Close Great Leighs - Application Permitted
Non-Material amendment to planning permission 23/00081/FUL (Single storey side extension) Alterations to approved roof, removal of window.
Noted

16	Essex County Council Correspondence
	Report from Cllr Mike Steel:
No change on Devolution and LGR.
Pylons – targeted consultation ran until 27th March 2025.
The latest proposal includes just 3 areas around Chelmsford:
· Essex 7 – around Gt Leighs – this is mainly about timing and synchronising with the ECC new Minerals Plan
· Essex 8 – the Waltham Gap – lower height pylons (37m rather than 50m), but wider. From what I can see, this would reduce visibility of the pylons from a distance, but brings one closer to the road (and a house) and so be more intrusive close up.
· Essex 9 – around Margaretting – temp construction laydown area repositioned north of Ivy Barnes Lane
Chelmsford County Council has asked for an extension.
Request for evening timing of the extra ECC shuttle bus between the P&R and Broomfield Hospital. Awaiting the response. 


17	Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven:
	Similarly to Mikes, no change on Devolution and LGR. 
	3rd consultation on Hammonds Farm.
	
	

[bookmark: _Hlk176890081]18	General Correspondence
18.1	Increase in the Section 137 expenditure to £11.10 per Elector (prev £10.81)
	Noted
18.2 	Member of public request for a dog waste bin in Dumney Lane – reached limit
	Responded to the request. No capacity for new bins until new development. 

18.3	Essex Village of the Year Competition – closing date July
	Noted
18.4	Resident concerned by the recent destruction of established hedges by MOAT tenants. 
	Chair will make contact with representative from MOAT Housing. 

[bookmark: _Hlk176889895]19	Great Leighs Environment
19.1	Little Leighs noticeboard replacement
	Agreed – clerk to order
19.2 	VE Day plans
	Clerk to contact Village Hall and The Castle to determine what plans they have for the day. 
	Parish Council have no plans at present. 

19.3 	Maintenance of flower boxes – discuss possible budget for this. 
Councillors discussed possible options for the up-keep of the boxes. Clerk to post on Facebook to contact the previous volunteers. 

Playing Field Matters
19.4	Quotes for the paved area – Councillors review, decision needed
Councillors discussed and reviewed the 3 quotes. Awarded to the most cost-effective and best design. Clerk to advertise public spend on notice boards as over £5k.  


	Highways and Footpaths
19.5	JCM cleared path near farm by Boreham Road.
	Noted

19.6	Speed Watch
	Councillors discussed effective ways to monitor the speed issues in the village and
	traffic calming measures. Clerk to request speed strips for various areas in the village.
	
20	Clerk Update: 
20.1	Requested play area inspection company clear out trampoline – not a service they offer. 
	Clerk to look for a way to clean. 
20.2	Follow-up bus stop mandatory stop Fayrewood Drive.
	Noted 
20.3	War memorial update – Atstone Memorials have been instructed to commence work. 
	Proposed time 8-12 weeks. 
	Clerk updated that they require a deposit for £2906.40 – Councillors agreed 

Additional points: 
	Sleepers – possible plan to use these. 
Clerk to get quote and discuss next meeting. 
	Clerk to pay outstanding monies to the Poppy Appeal. Wreaths bought but there was some remaining money. 
	Clerk to transfer. 
	St Marys Church – requested annual funds early. 
	Councillors agreed. 


21	Finance
	Payments for approval of £2719.10 listed below
	Councillors agreed with payments

[image: ]




22	Closure
	Date of next meeting Thursday 15th May 2025



Signed.. ……………..		Date  

image1.emf
Debbie  Carey General Office expenses 0 0 46.9

Debbie  Carey General Clerk salary 0 0 691.42

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax & NI 0 0 172.8

James Raven General Booking system 55 11 66

JCM Playing field  Path Clearance 90 18 108

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Jack Raven  Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Leighs Hall General Hall Hire 66 0 66

Leighs Hall Hardplay area Electricity 377.66 377.66

RCCE General Annual Membership 70 14 84

EALC/NALC General EALC Affiliation fees 680.15 0 680.15

JCM General

2719.1


