Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 20th March 2025 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors

Steve Dowd




Jeff Thurlow

Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

Kay Barker

James Partridge (Vice-chair)

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

157
Apologies for Absence


Gill Partridge and Cllr Mike Steel

158
Consideration of Minutes of March 2025 meeting


All agreed that these were a true representation of the meeting

159
Declarations of Interest


None


160
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police


None in attendance

161
Planning
161.1
5/00212/FUL

Blue Barnes Farm  Mill Lane Great Leighs, Creation of manure collection store
Outside settlement boundary – no concerns

161.2
25/00295/FUL
4 Whitehouse Cottages Boreham Road Great Leighs, Proposed two storey side extension and extension to front porch.

Outside settlement boundary – no concerns

162
Planning Results
162.1
51/00354/S73: Application Permitted, Pippins Hornells Corner Little Leighs

Removal of condition 1 to approved planning application CHR/354/51 (The erection of a dwelling) To remove the agricultural worker occupancy condition.
No concerns
163
Essex County Council Correspondence

Report from Cllr Steel 
Pylons – targeted consultation has now opened for the Essex (and Thurrock) region and will run until 27th March 2025.

Mike had a call with NGET 26th Feb where NGET made it clear that this consultation is purely about the changes, and is not about off-shore, or underground options.

Reported on Devolution – update with dates of elections, Unitary Council ‘shadow’ elections and date the ECC, Southend & Thurrock Unitaries and all the 15 District Lamposts SID - Councils abolished and replaced by TBD Unitary Councils. (March 2028)

Mike is working with a Cllr colleague to try to push this through as an LHP scheme, so that any Parish Council can request it – by paying a set price to have a number of lampposts assessed for installation of a SID. 

164
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven


165
General Correspondence
165.1
Email from Tom Abell, CEO of Mid and South Essex NHS, announcement last week re ICBs to reduce running costs by 50%. Hoping this will not effect service.  

165.2
Chelmsford City Council Communications Officer sent email to raise awareness regarding the Government Consultation on Devolution. Attached posters to add for social media. 

165.3
Farleigh Hospice – Walk for Life on 11th May – attached posters to share. 

165.4
Hedgehog Grove Solar Farm, Felsted – intended development site. Consultation planned end of April 2025. 

165.5
Temporarily close Footpath 21, Great Leighs and Little Leighs in the City of Chelmsford from the junction with Main Road east towards to Radcliffe Way for approximately 105 metres. The closure is scheduled to commence on 28 April 2025 to 18 May 2025
166
Great Leighs Environment
166.1
War memorial – final quote received. Three quotes obtained. Decision to be made. 


Playing Field Matters
166.2
Quote for paving near the 3g pitch over £5k so clerk currently requesting 2 more quotes. 

166.3
Booking Officer holiday cover - Easter holiday 3G assistance 
166.4
Playground Annual Inspection – May £80


Highways and Footpaths
166.5    Call from local resident about the HGVs down Church Lane in Little Leighs.

166.6
Resident complaint about footpath along Fulbournes Farm. Requested area cut back as overgrown. 


Speed Watch
166.7    To be discussed and dates organised. 
Contacted to confirm booking and Essex police have increased their requirements for a site request so our sites do no longer qualify. Not busy enough. 
167
Clerk Update: 
168
Finance

168.1
Payments for approval of £1625.29 listed below.

[image: image1.emf]Mar-25

Debbie  Carey General Office expenses 0 0 46.9

Debbie  Carey General Clerk salary 0 0 691.42

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax & NI 0 0 172.8

James Raven General Booking system 55 11 66

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 185 37 222

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Jack Raven  Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

1625.29


169
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 17th April 2025
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

