Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 21st December 2023
Present:
Councillors
Kay Barker

Steve Dowd




Gill Partridge





James Partridge (Vice-chair)




James Raven (Chair)




Jeff Thurlow

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)





0 members of public
75
Apologies for Absence

75.1
James Partridge


Gill Partridge


Mike Steel
76
Consideration of Minutes of November 2023 meeting

The minutes were accepted as a true record of the meeting; they were signed by the Chair.

77
Declarations of Interest

77.1
Work carried out on sign – Debbie Careys dad – payment required for work completed


Accepted 

78
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

79
Planning

79.1
Reference: 65/0180/S73

Address: The Rowans Chaseside Nursery School Lane Great Leighs

Description of works: Variation of approved planning application 65/0180 (Erection of an agricultural bungalow) for the removal of Condition 2

No comment

79.2
Reference: 20/01954/S73/2

Address: Buildings At Wakerings Farm Leighs Road Great Leighs

Description of works: Variation of Condition 2 of approved planning permission (Demolition of building 4 and partial demolition of building 5. Proposed conversion of barns 1, 2, 3 and 6 into 3 residential units, with associated parking. Proposed link extension and cart lodge to barn 3 and extension to barn 5. new Boundary treatments and landscaping.) to change approved plans to proposed drawings for Pond Barn (Barn 6) & alterations to fenestration and internal layouts set out on the proposed floor plans and elevations

No comment

79.3
Reference: 20/01955/S19

Address: Buildings At Wakerings Farm Leighs Road Great Leighs

Description of works: Variation of condition 2 to approved planning applications 20/01954/FUL and 20/01955/LBC (Demolition of building 4 and partial demolition of building 5. Proposed conversion of barns 1, 2, 3 and 6 into 3 residential units, with associated parking. Proposed link extension and cart lodge to barn 3 and extension to barn 5 for a garden store. New boundary treatments and landscaping.) to alter design and positioning of barn 5.

No comment

80
Planning Results


All pending consideration 

81
Essex County Council Correspondence

81.1
No update from Councillor Steel this month

Train station nr Beaulieu Park progressing and aiming to open in 2025


Generals Lane – complaints re the signposting 

82
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence


Nothing to report

82
General Correspondence

82.1
Request for 21/22/23 – current accounts, other info re precept 


Discussed and able to send information apart from the Precept for 2024/25
82.2
Parking issues at the PO

There have been complaints of cars parking on the corner and blocking views to the Main Road making it dangerous. Discussed various solutions including double yellow lines but the residents need to action this initially and the Parish Council can support it. There will be further thought given to this. 
82.3 
Flowers suggested at the entrance to the village


Discussed the possible locations and what would be considered fitting. 

Outcome was that various Councillors would speak with some residents who have offered to assist.

Discussed budget and added the additional cost to the Budget. 

Will consider Little Leighs also to have something similar. 

82.4
Email from resident asking if we are backing the ‘No to Pylons’ campaign by erecting posters

The Parish Council do support the ‘No’ campaign and are in continuous discussions with our MP. 


We can put posters up around the village. 
82.5
Request for part of playing field for GSD Rescue – Sunday 5th May


Discussed and no knowledge of games on that date but there will be room for this to go ahead. 

83
Great Leighs Environment


Playing Field Matters 

Litter bins – James to chase
3G pitch – work stopped due to weather. Starting on Tuesday 9th January 2024. 

Floodlights to be replaced
83.1
CCTV quotes – obtained 2 quotes for new cameras and replacement for Village 



Hall. 

James Raven met with 2 contractors. Discussed where the cameras would be positioned to cover the hall and the 3G pitch. The village hall have agreed to upgrade their system also. 

Debbie to get further quotes to cover this. 

83.2
GLFC – annual payments missing 21/22, 22/23, 23/24


Resolved – cheques unaccounted for can now be matched. 
Highways and Footpaths

Complaint that the footpath by Rochester Farm needs to be recovered. 

Debbie to contact JCM to organise. 
Discussed cost for Highway Rangers. Agreed the Parish could use JCM for any issues.


Speed Watch

84
Clerk Update: 

84.1
Gt Leighs sign is finished and awaiting pick up, JCM organising digging of hole and erection
84.2
Play area equipment – still chasing instalment costs 

84.3
Awaiting village sign instalment date 

84.4
Clerk wage increases from £11.63 to £12.63ph. Back pay from April for Jessica Mason 


Backpay from August for Debbie Carey 

85 
Finance


Payments for approval of £4734.75 listed below

[image: image1.emf]Dec-23

D.Brillus General Litter Picking 40

D.Brillus General Bus Shelters 57

D.Brillus Hardplay area Booking Officer 150

Debbie Carey General Office Expenses 42.15

Debbie Carey General Clerk Salary 656.26

Debbie Carey General Backpay from increase  207.18

Debbie Carey General  Defib Pads 61.99 11.6 73.59

James Raven General  Booking system 3G 55 11 66

HM Revenue& Customs General Tax&NI 299.88

JCM Services General Tree planting 1440

Jessica Mason General Backpay from increase  312

Jessica Mason General Consultant hours 20.26

Debbie Carey General Poster for 3G 11.56 2.31 13.87

Myers Scott Ltd General Annual fee 101.38 20.28 121.66

Peter Carey General Sign post 987.92 246.98 1234.9

4734.75


86
Budget and Precept for 2024/2025


Budget setting for 2024/2025 
The precept was discussed and due to increase in costs of the last few years the decision was made to increase the amount to £42,000 to cover the basic costs of the parish council for 24/25.

Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 18th January

Signed.. ……………..

Date  

