

Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 15th May 2025 19:45pm

Present:	Councillors	
				Steve Dowd
Brenda Young
				Jeff Thurlow
Zeki Bekir
James Partridge (Vice-chair)
James Raven (Chair)
Also in attendance:		Debbie Carey (Clerk)
					

23         Apologies for Absence
Essex County Councillor Mike Steel, Gill Partridge, Kay Barker

24	Consideration of Minutes of April 2025 meeting
	All agreed a fair representation 

25	Declarations of Interest
	None

26	Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police
	None in attendance

27  	Planning
27.1	4/00114/S73: Land East Of Mill Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford
Variation of conditions 2, 4, 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18 of planning permission 24/00114/FUL (Construction of one new dwelling with carport and bin store. Associated landscaping) to reduce the house size to achieve structural refinements and meet the maximum budget. Comply with Environment Agency requirements. Achieve fully 'off grid' operation. For practical construction requirements
	No comment – outside the boundary

28	Planning Results
28.1	Proposed two storey side extension and extension to front porch.
4 Whitehouse Cottages Boreham Road Great Leighs Chelmsford CM3 3NF
Ref. No: 25/00295/FUL Application Permitted
No comments
28.2	Blue Barnes Farm Mill Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex CM3 1PS
Ref. No: 25/00212/FUL Application Permitted
No comments

29	Essex County Council Correspondence
29.1	Report from Cllr Mike Steel
	Provided information from the Members Highways Initiative (MHI) of 24/25 -
8,000 additional carriageway defects and 6,000 footway defects. Report of any  roads, pavements, kerbs, unlit signs previously reported on the Essex Highways Tracker. Reported A131 pot-holes again. 
Update on Devolution and LGR.
	

30	Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
30.1	Report from Cllr Raven
Updated on bi-election, Devolution and LGR.

[bookmark: _Hlk176890081]31	General Correspondence
31.1	Hedgehog Grove Solar Farm – Felsted, application for Development Consent, invited to submit any comments as a neighbouring parish. 
	Discussed possible traffic issue but no comments. 	
	
Additional comment: Chair James Raven discussed the email regarding the formation of the Chelmsford Association of Local Councils – did GLPC want to join? Annual fee £40
All agreed this would be something of interest. Clerk to reply to the group. 

[bookmark: _Hlk176889895]32	Great Leighs Environment
32.1	Village planter update
PC discussed the plan for the planters and what will be required if they were to continue on with these. 
Clerk to contact local villager who might be interested in planting and maintaining these monthly. Get quote and report to PC next month. 

Playing Field Matters
32.2	Quote for sleeper project for park
Clerk relayed the quote for a smaller structure using CIL money. PC discussed size etc and cost and requested quote for a larger structure. 

32.3	Paving spending has been advertised – June 3rd commence 
	Chair met contractor and confirmed job. 

	Additional comment: Swing in park needs repair. Clerk to organise repair. 

	Highways and Footpaths
32.4	Reported road sign in Boreham Rd to Cllr Mike Steel – he will submit to Members Highway Initiative – where we get a higher priority


32.5	Speed Watch
	Cllr Mike Steel can organise speed survey for £370 as will need to be self-funded. 
	Email to confirm the PC have agreed the costs. 

33	Clerk Update: 
33.1	Noticeboard – ordered – payment owed
33.2	War memorial – stone ordered, start work in June.
Noted.
33.3	Update on phone box 
	Clerk to further investigate and organise viewing. 

34	Finance
	Payments for approval of £5803.44 listed below
	
	PC happy with payments. 


[image: ]



35	Closure
	Meeting finished 8.25pm

	Date of next meeting Thursday 19th June 2025



Signed.. ……………..		Date  

image1.emf
May-25

Debbie  Carey General Office expenses 0 0 51.4

Debbie  Carey General Clerk salary 0 0 691.47

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax & NI 0 0 172.8

James Raven General Booking system 55 11 66

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 970 194 1164

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Jack Raven  Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Royal British LegionGeneral Grants 160 0 160

Noticeboards OnlineGeneral Noticeboard 1723 344.6 2067.6

St Marys Church General Grants 0 0 800

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 90 18 108

RoSPA Play Safety  Playing field Annual Inspection  80 16 96

5803.44


