Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 21st April 2022 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors
Steve Dowd




Simon King





James Partridge





James Raven (Chairman)
Also in attendance:

Jessica Mason (Clerk)





Essex County Councillor Mike Steel




0 members of public


01
Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Jon Phillips, Brenda Young and City Councillor John Galley.
02
Consideration of Minutes of 17th March 2022 meeting

The minutes were accepted as a true record of the meeting; they were signed by the Chairman.
03
Declarations of Interest


None were given.
04
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

Representative of the Gt Leighs Youth Football Club attended to strengthen communities – request for replacement storage container due to existing one leaking and rusting, goal post and ground caps are frequently tampered with.
05
Planning

05.1
Land North West Of Rothwell Blackley Lane 22/00611/FUL
Change of use of land to a dog walking field with boundary fencing and a vehicle access gate with addition of 3 parking spaces. Construction of a moveable shelter building to be positioned at different locations within the site
No objections – comment the site is outside of the defined settlement boundary.

05.2
1 Greengates Close Great Leighs 22/00467/FUL
Loft conversion with front and rear dormers including new gable window
No objections.

05.3
Land Adjacent Corner Cottage Banters Lane Great Leighs 22/00477/FUL

Construction of 4 chalet bungalows, new vehicular access, associated parking, private amenity space, garden/cycle stores, refuse storage and landscaping
Comment: overdevelopment of site especially on dangerous egress point and unsuitable lane, further concerns the design is not in keeping with the surrounding area.
05.4
12 School Lane Great Leighs 22/00318/FUL
Proposed single storey rear extension with obscure glazed lantern light; alterations to fenestration of ground floor rear elevation
No objections.

06
Planning Results

06.1
Raising of roof height to create first floor habitable space. Single storey front, side and rear extensions with integral garage.

174 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex CM3 1NP

Ref. No: 22/00049/FUL Application Permitted
Noted.
07
Essex County Council Correspondence

07.1
County Councillor Mike Steel report – local hosts families have welcomed Ukrainian evacuees and local authority are assisting with access to services. The upcoming Ride London is causing some local disruption on the event days due to road closures and long diversions. Update on Essex Way bridge repairs, now complete. Recent information regarding village parking issues is a matter for City Council and they are aware. Master Plan for Gt Leighs is not seeing a preference for a larger school, however creative planning is the key. Local school transport to secondary school has seen Lodge coaches raise prices and is a side-effect of the current climate.
08
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence

08.1
City Councillor report – councillors are currently in purdah due to local elections.
08.2
Local plan invite to consult on scoping report until 20.05.2022


Noted.

09
General Correspondence

09.1
Longfield Solar Farm application for examination by Secretary of State consultation


Noted – parish council’s previous comments have been submitted.

09.2
Ride London route information


Noted – no direct disruption for the Leighs.

09.3
Essex Community Foundation grant approval on behalf of Kay Jenkins Trust


Noted – parish council to aid administering of the grant to local needs.

09.4
On demand electric minibus service


Noted.

09.5
Post Office parking issues are once again becoming dangerous on the junction. Noted.
10
Great Leighs Environment

10.1
Playing Field Matters – agreed to fit new goal posts by Pettite Sports, however liaison on site to be done with youth football club prior to commencement.

Hard play area 3g court surface quotes to be sought to complete research.


Request for improved gate locking mechanism for the hard play area due to frequent vandalism. Clerk to seek solution and quote.

10.2
Highways and Footpaths – Goodmans Lane has mud pile impeding road side, footpath 21 to be changed – awaiting confirmation. JCM requested to clear footpath along Boreham Road, Beadle Way to Paulk Hall Lane.
10.3
Speed Watch – nothing to report.
10.4
Village noticeboard – agreed to get quotes for wooden engraved noticeboard, canopy options are beyond budget.
11
Finance

11.1
Payments approved of £3009.65 listed below

12
Closure


Date of next meeting 19th May 2022 and Annual Parish Meeting.
Payments

	Jessica Mason
	General
	Clerk Salary
	690.95
	0.00
	690.95

	Jessica Mason
	General
	Office Exps
	53.59
	4.14
	57.73

	D.Brillus
	Hardplay area
	Booking officer
	150.00
	0.00
	150.00

	D.Brillus
	General
	Bus Shelter
	57.00
	0.00
	57.00

	EALC
	General
	Annual Subs
	604.72
	0.00
	604.72

	JCM Services
	Playing field
	Maintenance
	495.00
	99.00
	594.00

	JCM Services
	Playing field
	grass Cutting
	150.00
	30.00
	180.00

	Leighs Village Hall
	General
	Hall hire
	49.50
	0.00
	49.50

	Leighs Village Hall
	General
	Hall hire
	53.00
	0.00
	53.00

	Leighs Village Hall
	Football Club
	Changing room hire
	500.00
	0.00
	500.00

	Leighs Village Hall
	Hard Play Area
	Floodlighting electricity
	72.75
	0.00
	72.75


Signed……………………….Date……………………………………..

