Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 16th July 2020 7:45pm

Present:
Councillors
Peter Freeman





Simon King





Jon Phillips





James Raven





Jeff Thurlow (Chairman)




Brenda Young

Also in attendance:

Jessica Mason (Clerk)





Essex County Councillor John Aldridge





0 members of public


37
Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Robert Bamford, Robin Creighton and City Councillor John Galley.

38
Consideration of Minutes of 18th June 2020 meeting

The minutes were considered a true record of the meeting; they were signed by the Chairman.

39
Declarations of Interest


Interest received from Jon Philips on item 41.1.

40
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

Gratitude was given to James Raven for setting up community support group for the Covid-19 situation and volunteers who came forward to help those in need in the parish
41
Planning

41.1
Land North of the Post Office – outlining property plans and community space

The parish council have no objections for the property planning proposals and are happy to see a community space provision being considered. Agreed they would not like to see any area that encourages anti-sociable gather areas.
42
Planning Results

Garages re-development site off Castle Close has been withdrawn and the parish council are concerned this derelict area could be a risk to health and crime attraction.
43
Essex County Council Correspondence

County Councillor John Aldridge reported that the Essex resilience service had been evolved into the Essex Wellbeing Service off the back of the Covid-19 crisis. Libraries were open but with limited services and meeting rooms closed, also the park and ride continued to be closed whilst people were not using public transport. A government initiative to legalise electric scooters for use on cycle paths was underway and bursaries were being offered to train new social workers after an increased recent demand. The roads that had been altered to accommodate more walking at distance in the towns were in place for 18 months trial period. A traffic counter to monitor speeds in the parish has been agreed after recent speeding complaints and as expected revenue was down in the county purse.
44
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence

Services returning to normality where possible and revenue down also, with expected 9.5 million disappeared from the budget.
45
General Correspondence

IT company, has produced the parish council website and will work on setting up email addresses for all councillors.
46
Great Leighs Environment

46.1
Playing Field Matters

Sadly reporting the social distancing signs had been vandalised, lots of rubbish and dog waste has returned to the field. The children’s playground has been re-opened after cleansing, maintenance checks and risk assessment undertaken. Groups have been using the field where possible instead of being inside the village hall. The hard play area is to be re-opened on the 25th July as per government guidelines. Overhanging trees from the field onto a private property is to be quoted for to cut back.

46.2
Highways and Footpaths

Essex Way has been cut but bogey area of Boreham Road in need of warning signs especially as family got stuck in the mud. Boreham Road footpath next to the stables is grossly overgrown impeding the footpath; this has been reported to ECC.
46.3
Speed Watch


The initiative is to resume after the 25th July.

46.4
Telephone Box

The box is now surplus to requirements and consideration being agreed to donate to a charity or museum.

46.5
Councillor roles

Agreed to share the footpath responsibilities, Brenda and Jon to monitor planning applications, village environment and general aesthetics – Peter. 
47
Finance

47.1
Payments approved of £1424.50 listed below

47.2
Finance report – income noted
47.3
Final accounts year 31/3/19 & 31/3/20 – agreed and signed
47.4
Parish office equipment upgrade – agreed budget up to £750.00
48
Closure


Date of next meeting 20th August 2020
Payments

	Jessica Mason
	General
	Clerk Salary
	660.40
	0.00
	660.40

	Jessica Mason
	General
	Office Exps
	69.78
	7.34
	77.12

	D.Brillus
	Hardplay area
	Booking officer
	150.00
	0.00
	150.00

	D.Brillus
	General
	Bus Shelter
	57.00
	0.00
	57.00

	G.Robertson
	General
	Handyman
	30.00
	0.00
	30.00

	Lumberjack Tree and Gardening Services
	Playing Field
	Maintenance
	420.00
	0.00
	420.00

	Jeff Thurlow
	General
	Maintenance
	24.98
	5.00
	29.98


Signed……………………….Date……………………………………..

